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History of Cannabis



Legalization Status

Legal – Recreational (21+)

Legal – Medical (Doctor 
Prescription)

Legal – Medical CBD (No THC)

Illegal



Benefits to the Economy

Tax Revenue

↑ Legal Sales = ↑Taxes Paid

Job Creation

New Industry, New Jobs

Indirect Benefits

↓ Incarcerations



Tax Revenue



Tax Revenue



Job Creation



Indirect Benefits

§ ~42,000 people in prison 
for marijuana related 
offenses

§ Average annual cost per 
prisoner: $30,000

§ $1.2 billion in annual 
savings



Black Market

Cheaper

High Taxes

Too High to Get High

Prescription Drugs

↑Cannabis = ↓ Prescriptions

Caveats of Cannabis Economy



Prescription Drugs

Effect of 
Substituting 

Prescription Drugs 
with Cannabis

Prescription Drugs 
Substituted by 

Cannabis



High Taxes



Black Market



In conclusion, the cannabis 
economy is an untapped, 

emerging market. While the 
industry continues to face many 

obstacles, legalization will 
allow the US economy to 

flourish.


