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Key Questions
Ø What are some of the best metrics to 

consider when predicting a game of 

football (soccer)?

Ø Does player rating drive performances or 

does historical data have a greater influence 

on the outcome of games between two 

teams?

Ø Can we use our findings to successfully 

predict the Qatar World Cup?

FIFA Ranking Head-to-Head

Form Squad Rating

Historical WLDG Betting Odds

WLDG – Wins, Losses, Draws, Goals



Exploratory Data Analysis
Ø Ranking of each variable as independent predictors:

Predictor Accuracy

FIFA Ranking 73.44%

Historical WDLG 62.86%

Team Form (Last 5 games) 70.67%

Squad Rating 67.69%

Head-to-Head Data 60.49%

Betting Odds* 74.23%



Choosing the Best Model
Ø Model Evaluation:

Predictor Accuracy

Logistic Regression 74.92%

Decision Tree 74.29%

Random Forest 75.63%

Gradient Boosting 73.65%

Neural Network 45.63%



Qatar 2022 World Cup



Qatar 2022 World Cup



Limitations & Future Work
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